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Event Calendar
Oct. 2nd - Backwoods Fly Tying Lessons with Phil Curtis - FREE
Oct. 5th & 6th - Fly Fishing Fair, Mountain Home, AR
Oct. 11th - TU420 General Meeting - Scott Hood presents "LIR Entomology"
Oct 13th - Outing at Taneycomo
Oct. 16th - Backwoods Fly Tying with Phil Curtis - FREE
Oct 26th - Trout in the Classroom Kamloop eggs arrive
Oct. 27th - Jenks Community Ed - Learn to Fly Fish OK
If you have a friend who is not a member who might be interested in this information please feel free to forward this issue to
your friend. Forward this message to a friend.

A Message from Your President

Scott Hood To Speak At The
October 11th General Meeting

Scott Hood will present 'Macro-Invertebrates of
the Lower Illinois River', PLUS MORE!
Ever wonder what all those bugs are that your flies
are supposed to be imitating when you are fishing
on the rivers and streams of Oklahoma. If you are
wondering what the PLUS MORE is … better not
miss this coming meeting!
Phil Curtis in Wyoming

Scott Hood

Hello,
Well, it looks like Fall is finally here. I know that
because my wife has already begun the fall
decorations and the house smells like pumpkin pie
spice. I've, also, been enjoying fishing in the cooler
weather and seeing the foliage begin to show its fall
colors. Additionally, this is the time of year that the
Brown trout begin moving up river at Taneycomo
which will fit beautifully with our October Outing at
Taneycomo.
With this change in seasons, also begins our
process for electing club officers and board
members. We will be accepting nominations at our
October meeting and we will be voting at the
November meeting. We are always looking for a
few volunteer minded people to serve our club in
these capacities. Please consider serving and
please try to be there and participate in this
important process.
The fishing at our favorite local tail water has been
off the charts. The flies that I have been using, with
success, are as follows: #12 Red San Juan Worm,
#14 Pheasant Tail Nymph and variants of that
pattern, #16 Soft Hackle patterns, #16 Mr. QT, #12
Olive Wooly Buggers. I'm sure other patterns are
working also, AKA "Mop Fly". Get out and wet a
line. Take a friend and introduce them to our sport.
Be a good steward on the river and be quick to help
those who are struggling.

This presentation will be on Thursday, October
11th. All monthly meetings are on the 2nd
Thursday at Hardesty Public Library. The library
is located at 8316 E. 93rd Street, Tulsa, OK (N. of
Creek Turnpike. & E. of Memorial Dr.) All are
welcome - Admission is free - Doors open at
6:00 (time to chat); meetings begins at 6:30.
Door prizes and raffles at every meeting. We
look forward to seeing you there.

Raffle Prize For October

Phil Curtis
President of Oklahoma Trout Unlimited & Tulsa Fly
Fishers

Trout In the Classroom Report
Trout In the Classroom 2018/2019
This month’s General Meeting raffle prize will be a
Simms Waterproof Dry Creek Hip Pack. Retail
value of $129.
. Be sure to purchase extra raffle tickets by the door
at the next General Meeting.

Youth And Adult Education
Fingerling release last spring
October is a busy month for everyone involved in
the TIC program.
Introductory presentations are given to the schools
and classes involved in the program. Some are
delivered by the tank leader in the school and some
are delivered by Scott Hood.
Teachers are requested to have their tanks up and
running for at least 3 to 4 weeks before the eggs
arrive. All supplies for tank operations have to be
ordered and checklists for tank prep is run by all
and then on October 25th the eggs arrive at Scott
Hood’s office and each tank leader gets his or her
portion of the egg delivery and they all rush of to
their respective schools. This has to happen without
any hitches as the eggs must remain cool and wet.
They will have left the Trout Lodge in Soap Springs
Washington the day before so it’s imperative that
they get there quickly.
Within a week to 10 days after they arrive the eggs
will hatch and the children will begin their efforts of
running a successful trout hatchery.
Anyone interested in learning more about the TIC
program should look at the web site
… www.troutintheclassroom.org . Those who wish
to follow along with local activities should check the
closed facebook group. TULSA AREA TROUT IN
THE CLASSROOM

Upcoming Classes
Backwoods at The Farm - Fly Tying Lessons
Date: Oct. 2th & 16th
Time: 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
Location: The Farm at 51st & Sheridan Rd
Cost: Free
Jenks Community Ed. - Learn to Fly Fish OK
Date: Saturday, Oct. 27th, 2018
Time: 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Location: Jenks Aquatic Center
Cost: $30
Jenks Community Ed. - Intro to Fly Tying
Date: Saturday, 11/3/2018
Time: 9:30 am to 1:30 pm
Location: Sooner Bldg Commons
Cost: $25
Click on JENKS hyper link to register for the
Community Education classes.

2018 General Meeting Schedule
Pat Daly continues to add to the schedule of guest
speakers and events for the General Meetings for
2018/2019. If you have a topic you would like to

Scott Hood
OKTU420
Adult and Youth Ed Coordinator
Please contact Scott Hood, Adult and Youth Ed
coordinator if you can help out on any one or
more of these days: shood91849@aol.com
Thank you.

present or would like to have presented, please
contact Pat at pat@cimtel.net.
October 11th - Scott Hood - "Entomology of the
LIR"
November 8th - Kelly Brown - "Fly Fishing the San
Juan River"
December 6th - Annual Holiday Party at McNellies

Fly of the Month
This Month: Rod Building Continues
Local Tiers Local Patterns: Rod Building Part 2
Anyone who can tie their own flies well enough to
catch fish can also build a rod. The first effort
probably falls into the Hollywood story where
developing master level artisanship comes after a
number of humbling mistakes. I built my first rod at
the kitchen bar with a phone book for a thread
tensioner. As I recall, I used black thread, covering
up a lot of the slop from poor thread tension. The
original UGLY stick.

January 10th - Donovan Clary - "Carp on the Fly"
February - TBD
March 14th - Joel Kantor - "Fly Fishing The
Amazon"
We meet at the HARDESTY REGIONAL
LIBRARY, 8316 E. 93rd St. on the north side of
the Creek Turnpike, east of Memorial Drive.
Doors
open
at
6:00
pm
(open
discussion/questions); meetings begin at 6:30.
Meetings are open to the public and free.

Outings
Mark your calendars and plan to join
us for our upcoming outing!
Fishing Lake Taneycomo
The outing will be October 13th at Lake
Taneycomo. For lunch we'll be meeting up with the
folks from the Facebook Group "Fly Fishing Lake
Taneycomo". They've invited us to join their fish fry.

I now have a wooden hand wrapper, very similar to
the model now offered by Flex Coat. It has a simple
thread tensioner made with a long bolt and wingnut
with Teflon and felt washers. This rig provides a
simple process to easily adjust the thread position
and the tension on-the-fly as I go. My second rod
completed with this rig was a big improvement. I
have since tied several dozen rods and it seems
this old dog is still learning plenty with every build.
One important lesson is to find tools you like and
your efforts will be rewarded.
Hero in my own mind

Lunch be served at 1PM at Outlet Pavilion #2.
Members should bring a side dish to share with the
group.
To help us plan for this event, please RSVP using
the link on the TU420 Event page of TU420.com.
Contact
Heath
for
information:
Heath
Tiefenauer at TU420outings@gmail.com See you
there!

2018 Conservation Issues
- Water for the LIR key focus. Scott Hood leading
the
mission.
National
Wildlife
Federation,

A previous learning opportunity led me to consider
starting this project with the additional step of
designing a rod-building bench from a 12” cedar
plank and polyurethane sealant. A clear workspace
with good light makes fine work much easier on old
eyes. A couple of evening’s work, scrap lumber and
another $50 worth of sticks from Home Depot, and I
now have a new 8 foot cedar table exactly the right
length and width for rod building. A polyurethane
clear coat makes my so-so woodworking look better
than it really is. After 2 more hours of rearranging
my fly tying space, I was ready for the first effort on
a custom rod-building table.
DON'T DO ROD BUILDING PROJECTS ON YOUR
WIFE'S NEW FURNITURE !
I still had room for a piece of humble pie. Thirty
minutes later I found myself cleaning acetone and
fresh urethane coating off the top of my new bench,
having failed to notice that my cleaning cup slowly
dissolved in acetone. I just experience old “Hole-inthe-bucket” learning opportunity.
The good news is that the rod came out quite nicely.
I hope to try it on a few smallmouth this weekend.
Maybe this old dog has learned a new trick - spilling
acetone on a table I just completed was less painful
than spilling it on my wife’s dining room table.

My First Switch Rod

This rod is the 11 foot 5-6 wt. rod from Angler’s
Roost, ordered as a rod-building kit. It comes with a
fitted grips, a reel seat, thread and more guides
than you need. I have substituted the red silk
with sunburst yellow Fishhawk Size A nylon. The
light colored nylon thread will turn semi-translucent
during the final epoxy coating step unless you use a
thread color preserver. In this case, the final color
becomes a mottled dark butterscotch color that is a
close match to the cedar table.

Conservation Coalition, Save the Illinois River and
other groups have made calls and sent letters in
support of water issue.
- 2018 Conservation Coalition of Oklahoma and
Conservation Coalition of Oklahoma Foundation
Annual Meeting Tulsa, Oklahoma October 12, 2018
9 AM to 4PM Location - 4700 South Garnett, Tulsa.
Pat Daly and Scott Hood will attend. Scott is
scheduled to present the water for the LIR issue.
- The All Souls Green Team has joined the CCO
giving us an additional 800 like-minded
conservation voices.
Pat Daly
Conservation Chair

Follow us on Facebook and Join
TU and FFI
There are now 1234 members on Facebook (Here's
a quick link.) and growing. 434 are paid Trout
Unlimited Members. We are currently reviewing
options to increase membership in both Trout
Unlimited and Fly Fishers International. You can
help us by bringing a friend to the meetings or
providing them with membership applications. 45%
of the Facebook members and 41% of
the Streamline recipients are members of Trout
Unlimited and far less are members of FFI. The
Officers and Board are hoping that you will take the
opportunity to become a member of either or both of
these organizations and take advantage of all the
benefits that TU and FFI provide.
For membership information and applications, visit
our website, TU420.com, pick up an application at
the General/Annual meetings or talk to an officer or
Board member.

Fly Tying Contest Begins

The first step is to identify the spline of the rod.
Gently bend each section of the blank against a
hard surface and roll it back and forth. You will find
one position bends a bit more than the rest. Mark
that position on the blank. I make my mark at the
ferrule end. I will cover up the mark later with thread
reinforcing the ferrules. Use the mark at the “top” of
the blank to align the guide feet along the spline
and the natural bend of the rod will be square with
your casting stroke. If you skip this step, a small
amount of power of the cast deflects sideways,
making for a less effective rod.

Six Fly Progressive Fly Tying Contest /
TU 420 Fly Tying Fundraiser
What has peacock herl, goose biots and gold rib,
except when it doesn’t? That might be a prince
nymph. Beadhead Prince, Soft Hackle Prince,
Royal Prince, Rubber Leg Prince, Prince Jig,
Psycho Prince, and Hotwired Prince are just a few
of many examples of Prince Nymphs.
Assemble the grips and seats on the butt section in
the dry condition to check the “fit”. The components
should be snug, but not tight. This build came with
pre-fitted components. I needed to add masking
tape under the real seat to snug up the fit. The cork
grips were a perfect fit as received. Once I was
satisfied with how the handle fit together, and
aligned the future reel position with the spline, I
mixed a small amount of 5-minute epoxy and
applied to the sections of the blank where the
handle goes. I slid the components down into place
while carefully cleaning excess epoxy away with a
paper towel soaked in acetone. About halfway
through this job, I had more sticky than I knew what
to do with compared to the Hole-in-the-Bucket
moment. Good news is, you can’t see the mess I
made of my table by looking at the rod.
There is no single right answer, spacing the guides
correctly can be intimidating for a first-time tier. After
the grip is fixed, determine the placement of the
guides lengthwise along the blank. Something to
consider, any weight added to the blank, especially
in the first 1/3 of the rod, will slow the rod action
down. Adding too few guides or incorrectly spaced
guides will keep the rod from creating an even bend
when under pressure. You are looking for that “just”
right compromise.
I have used spacing from similar fly rods in my
arsenal. Occasionally, I have gone with the “figure it

As an attractor pattern, it is hard to beat a peacock
herl nymph a small amount of contrasting color in
any trout water. A Prince Nymph is one fly that is
generally fishes well but is also easy to modify for
specific conditions. As a result, it is a favorite of fly
tiers looking to develop specific solutions to fishing
conditions and problems they experience.
This month’s Progress Fly Tying contest is a Prince
Nymph, or one of many possible variants. Contact
me for a spot on the Fly Tying team and help the
club out by tying a dozen of your favorite Prince
Nymph patterns.
The September Progressive Fly Tying contest is in
the books. Participants can expect to receive from
me a box of 6 flies with scoring instructions that you
will need to get back to me to determine the winner.
You can reach me at kellyfishes@msn.com or at
many of our local TU fly tying activities and outings.
Meet me at the door of our monthly meeting, email
me at kellyfishes@msn.com, or meet me out on
Facebook, you will find me if you follow OKTU420
or Tulsa Fly Tiers.

New Member Discount And
Recruitment Contest
Kelly Brown will donate a hand crafted 5 - 6 weight

out by myself” approach by temporarily placing the
guides on the blank with masking tape and casting
and pulling on lined-up rod at various angles. My
best results have come from using guide spacing
provided by reputable suppliers, such as Sage,
MudHole, Pac Bay. I settled for placing guides at 4
½, 9 5/8, 15 3/8, 21 ¾, 27 7/8, 36 9/16, 44 7/8, 53
7/8, 63 ½, 73 ¾, 84 ¾, 96 3/16 for this rod (center
of blue tape). I gave the rod a dry casting test in the
yard after the guides were attached, but not
epoxied. I also tested the rod with a load by
stepping on the fly line and pulling, looking for an
even parabolic bend. With this rod, the spacing
listed above looked good to me

Wrap the ends of the ferrules for additional strength
where the rod pieces come together. Twelve eyes
and four pieces result in 28 wraps. It usually takes
two evenings to complete all of them.

fly rod and will present it to the TU420 member who
recruits the most new members by the December
6th Holiday Party. If you have been instrumental in
recruiting a new member, please let Kelly know their
name and he will credit you with the recruitment
after new member verification from TU National.
Officers and Board members will be available at the
October General Meeting to take applications for
Trout Unlimited (TU) and/or Fly Fishers
International (FFI) membership. We will process
and submit your application for you. TU offers a
50% discount ($17.50) to new individual members
of which our chapter will receive a $15 rebate. If you
pay the full price, we do not get a rebate. If you
prefer to apply online, follow the link to submit your
application and receive the 50% discount and
support our chapter. New TU Member Discount
Please remember to select the 420 - Oklahoma
Chapter designation under 90K - Indian Nations
Council (Oklahoma) or make note of the 420
Chapter on your checks.
Fly
Fishers
International
(FFI)
renewal
memberships are $35. Discounts are available for
multi-year memberships, students, veterans and
seniors. For every 12 new members, TFF earns
fishing eqiuipment which will be used for fly fishing
classes, demonstrations, TIC and various other
chapter events. For more information, or to apply for
a membership, visit the FFI website, pick up an
application at the General Meetings, or visit with Jim
Mathewson at the meeting and he can process the
application for you.
If you have questions, please see a Board member
or pick up an application at the monthly General
Meeting.

Wrapping the eyes is not particularly difficult. To
start a wrap, simply wind the thread over itself 4 or
5 times and cut the excess tag away. Just as with
fly tying, keeping an even tension on the thread will
ensure your wraps are neat and they are in control.
When you come to the guide foot, you may need to
apply a little extra tension, and patience, to catch
the first wrap up on the foot. If your wraps have a
few small spaces between the threads, use your
fingers and push the threads tight against each
other. I typically stop and do this a few times for
every wrap. If you cross the thread, unwind the
wrap and try again. You cannot make that go away
after the fact.

Seeking Active Volunteers
TU420 is looking for volunteers to fill vacant
positions as Officers and/or Board members to help
steer and organize the direction of the Club.
Please consider volunteering for an officer position
or Board member. Qualifications include being a
member of Trout Unlimited and Fly Fisher
International. Board meeting are the third Thursday
of each month (except June and July). Elections for
Club positions are November 8th. For more
information, please contact any of the Board
members at the monthly General Meeting or by
email posted on the TU420 website.

Please Fill Out Our Survey

Take a loop of loose thread and make a few wraps
across as you near the end of the wrap. Use the
loop to pull the loose end of the thread back under
the wraps. Trim the tag end carefully with a razor
blade or X-acto knife to avoid leaving a bump on the
finished wrap.

The Officers and Board of Directors want to
document the needs and interests of TU420 and
TFF/FFI membership, the participants of our
general meetings and our sponsors and supporters.
We would like to provide activities and events that
would be of interest to you and encourage you to
participate and become involved. We will have a
survey sheet available at each General Meeting that
will also be posted on the TU420 website and linked
on our Facebook page. Please take some time to
complete this survey and provide any information
that would increase/maintain your interest in our
organizations. This information will only be used by
the Board and Officers to help us understand the
needs and profile of our membership base.

TU420 Activity
- TU420 presented $3,000 to the ODWC for the
program called The Stars and Stripes that offers
hunting and fishing licenses to Oklahoma military
veterans and select survivors of veterans lost while
serving their country at no cost.
With this build, I added a layer of black under thread
to help close the gap between the front of the grip
and the blank. The sunburst thread is wound over
the black thread and just a bit more. The yellow
thread over the black thread and the blank creates
a two-tone finish. See the detail near the rod grip.

- TU420 matched the $3,000 donation by Nature
Works to stock The Gardens Pond (Lafortune Park)
with trout this winter. Details will be provided in next
month’s newsletter.

The rod has a rubber grip check and a hook holder.
I align my hook holders down and 15 degrees away
from my casting hand, placing it near the grip. This
reduces the chance of the fly line catching on the
holder when shooting out of the rod. I have
removed the holder in the field with a pair of needle
nose pliers, later touching up the epoxy with a bit of
superglue.

Women's Initiative

The next step is to cover the wraps with a flexible 2part epoxy. This is not the hardware store epoxy, as
it needs to dry slowly and stay flexible enough not
to crack when bending the rod in cold weather. I
usually use Flexcoat rod building epoxy and have
used other brands with good success. Take care to
follow the mixing instructions and avoid mixing in air
bubbles into the epoxy. Those air bubbles end up in
your finish. You can get the air bubbles out by
warming the epoxy and gently stirring. Usually, it
takes me around 5 minutes to get this epoxy ready
to use.

- TU420 volunteers will participate in BOW
(Becoming an Outdoors Woman) by teaching fly
tying, casting and knot tying.

Apply the epoxy over the wraps with a small craft
paintbrush while turning the rod over in the holder. A
rod drying motor that makes the turns for you is a
big help here. The slow rotation helps the epoxy
form a smooth even coating across the threads. It
takes about 24 hours for the epoxy to cure, so leave
the rod turning after you finish the coating process.

Ladies Book Social
Contact Terrie Blackburn for current and future
Women's Initiative events and activities.
Terrie Blackburn
Women's Initiative Chair (See Website)

Your rod is not completely finished until you have it
matched with a line that fits your casting style and
catches fish for you. Line sizes for any rod are at
best, an estimate. All of us cast differently, fish
different water, and use different methods. When a
line is too heavy you get a full flex in the rod at
medium casting distances. A longer cast then has to
come with higher line speed coming from
exaggerating your arm movement. The exaggerated
movement makes for a sloppy cast and is not
desirable.
A fly line that is too light is more difficult for me to
figure out, causing inconsistency from cast to cast. I
usually match one size heavier fly line than I
expected. Having to figure out the right line size for
a new rod helped me become a better fly caster,
especially when I started building lighter rods where
the flex of the rod during the cast is easier to feel.
Good luck with your first rod.
Kelly
Author Kelly Brown will be documenting the basics
of rod building in the coming months. If you see him
at the next General Meeting, be sure to thank him
for putting this project together.
Mark Your Calendar For These Coming Events

November 3rd - Jenks Comm Ed - "Intro To Fly Tying"
November Outing - Beaver Lake
December 6th - TU420 Annual Holiday Party
January Outing - Roaring River
"Streamline" is published on the first of the month about a week before the next general meeting.
If you have content ideas, comments, complaints or suggestions please contact the Editor: Jim Mathewson at Tel: (918) 346-3093
or Email: jmathewson3@cox.net

