
OKLAHOMA TROUT UNLIMITED 

Supports Rally for Clean
Water March 27

A first-of-its-kind event at the Oklahoma State
Capitol will bring together citizens, legislators,

and some of Oklahoma’s most well-known
environmental advocates to talk about Oklahoma

water pollution. Oklahoma Water Lobby Day
will take place on March 27th, 10 a.m. until 2

p.m., in the 1st Floor Rotunda of the
Oklahoma State Capitol. The public is

encouraged to show up, learn about Oklahoma’s
water woes, and then participate in a brief lobby

training followed by direct lobbying of their
Representatives and Senators.

The Day will begin at 10 a.m. with remarks
from former Attorney General Drew

Edmondson and Delaware County community
organizer Pam Kingfisher,

 



Drew Edmondson, former Oklahoma Attorney
General and Gubernatorial candidate, believes
that in failing to clean up the Illinois River, the
State of Oklahoma is failing our children. Said

Edmondson, “Gandhi said, "The earth, the air, the
land and the water are not an inheritance from

our forefathers but on loan from our children. So
we have to hand over to them at least as it was

handed over to us." In my religion we are directed
in the book of Genesis to be stewards over the

earth.  How are we doing? We have polluted the
air to the point of changing our very climate,

endangering coastlines and inhabited islands. We
have put chemicals and waste material into our

streams and lakes, depleting the oxygen content,
choking the water with algae blooms.  Our

children are watching - what will we say to them
decades from now? What will we say to them

today?”
 

Pam Kingfisher, founder of Green Country
Guardians, a citizens group working to stop

widespread water pollution caused by the poultry



industry in eastern Oklahoma, will share her
community’s experience following unlimited

industrial poultry development over the past two
years in Delaware County. “As a Cherokee,

Water is a big part of our religion. Our ancient
ceremonies include “Going to the Water” in

prayer and thankfulness. We want to protect our
natural resources to assure we can continue a
way of life many local families have enjoyed

since before statehood. Water is life!”
 

Casey Camp-Horinek, elder and tribal
councilwoman of the Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma,
will discuss how governments can take steps to

assure long-term care and protection of our most
precious natural resource by enacting Rights of
Nature laws for the sake of future generations.

 "Water, our first environment, is precious beyond
measure. Water is often called a valuable

resource to be measured in gallons, then an
equivalent in monetary worth. In truth, it is not a
resource but a Source of life. Water has always

been recognized as that Source by all living



entities since time immemorial and in our
Indigenous teachings has always been honored

in every ceremony we participate in. Without
Water there is no Life. It's that simple.  As our

ancestors did for all of us, we must protect Water
for our generations to come. That will be our

legacy, our place in history-- how will our story be
told?” asks Camp-Horinek.

 
Tablings from community groups such as

STIR (Save the Illinois River), LEAD Agency,
Green Country Guardians and organizations

like Oklahomans for Responsible Water
Policy and the Oklahoma Chapter of Sierra
Club will be on display around the 1st Floor

Rotunda from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m., with
information and spokes-people available to

discuss Oklahoma’s biggest water threats with
the public and legislators.

 
From 10:30 a.m. until noon, the Oklahoma
Chapter of Sierra Club will hold a training

session on “How to Lobby Your State



Legislators,” along with briefings on
Oklahoma’s most serious water

problems and specific legislation being
considered during the 2019 Oklahoma

Legislative Session.
 

Oklahomans who are concerned or interested in
the various pollution issues plaguing Oklahoma’s

waterways and aquifers are encouraged to
attend. Overviews of some of Oklahoma’s biggest
water problems will be shared, including ground
water use and contamination related to the oil

and gas industry, river and ground water pollution
caused by the poultry industry, the impacts of

mining on Oklahoma rivers, the issue of ground
water contamination by coal ash, and how our

rivers and streams are at risk by Oklahoma being
the only state in the United States to not have

“instream flow protections” in place.
 

Though not open to the general public, two
additional events will take place during Oklahoma
Water Lobby Day. A noon luncheon for legislators



will feature University of Tulsa College of Law
Professor Gary Allison, who will deliver a

presentation titled "Oklahoma Water Rights: What
Good are They?"  And Oklahoma Water Lobby

Day will culminate with a meeting between
Governor Stitt and a small delegation of
Oklahoma environmental attorneys and

community leaders, all of whom are fighting to
clean up and protect Oklahoma's most precious

natural resource.
 

A press conference is set for 3:30 p.m. in the State Capitol Media Room,
where Oklahoma environmental leaders will offer their thoughts and an
overview of their 2 p.m. meeting with Governor Kevin Stitt to discuss

Oklahoma water issues. 
#####

The Oklahoma Chapter of Sierra Club is Oklahoma’s oldest and largest
environmental organization. It has been in Oklahoma since 1972. The

Oklahoma Chapter has more than 4,000 members in 74 Oklahoma counties.

Ask how you can support
Oklahoma Scenic Rivers?

With your support, we will continue to speak out about rules promoting dirty water. 
Please renew your STIR membership for 2019 and encourage your clean water
friends to join. Dues are $15 for individuals, $25 for families, $35 for businesses
and organizations and $300 for a lifetime STIR membership. Contributions may be
deductible as STIR is a 501(c)(3) not for profit organization. Please mail your



checks to STIR at 24369 E 757 Rd, Tahlequah, OK 74464 or join online
at www.illinoisriver.org.  Keep up with the news at www.illinoisriver.org.
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 WE'RE WATCHING THE WATER FOR
YOU

 


